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Writer Vinod Kumar Shukla wins 2023 PEN/Nabokov Lifetime Achievement Award

Chhattisgarh's senior writer and eminent contemporary Hindi literateur Vinod Kumar Shukla
was awarded the prestigious PEN/Nabokov Award for 2023 for achievement in international
literature at a ceremony organized by PEN America in New York.
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Vinod Kumar Shukla

2023 PEN/NABOKOV AWARD FOR
ACHIEVEMENT IN INTERNATIONAL LITERATURE

1. Vinod Kumar Shukla, born on January 1, 1937 in Chhattisgarh, is a renowned writer
of novels, poems and short stories in Hindi and in translation.

2. Shukla holds an MSc in Agriculture from the Jawaharlal Nehru Krishi Vishwa
Vidyalaya, Jabalpur, and has also lectured there.

3. His works often deal with issues of class and wealth and the lives of the poor
navigating the capitalist world.

4. One of his latest story collections, Blue Is Like Blue (2019), translated by Arvind
Krishna Mehrotra and Sara Roy, features characters living in one-room apartments
and fearing being cheated by electricity companies.

5. Mahavidyalaya (2022) is an anthology that discusses the conflicts between nature
and humanity and how literature can restore both.

6. The novel A Silent Place (2021), translated by Satthi Khanna, describes a forest
silenced by exploitation and the journey of some children who try to bring it back to
life.

7. His first published work was Lakhbagh Jai Hind (1971), a collection of poems, followed
by Va Aadmi Sala Gaya Naya Karam Kot Behankar Vishar Ki Tara (1981). Naugar Ki
Kameez, his first novel, was adapted into a 1999 Hindi film by Mani Kaul, which tells
the story of a clerk in a government office who fits into the shirt of a domestic worker
who runs away from his employer's house.
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PEN AWARD:

The award was founded in 2016 by Pen America in collaboration with the Vladimir Nabokov
Literary Foundation to honor a living author whose work, written in or translated into English,
represents the highest level of achievement in fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and/or drama. and
is of enduring originality and consummate craftsmanship. The award carries a cash prize of
UsD 50,000.
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4. S|UTE FUOLUSHI HNSS OSHTGLILIGETI0 6edTmTeT Ligeh @6 6m6Vd L1eeh (2019),
rallbs HHegerormT  QamGITHIT  WMmmID  FTFT  grl S GCWITTTev
QLMEPEUWFHSLILL(H6TENS, (5 emm 2 (H& &MY G UL uF &Gl LnMHmID
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eTedTLIeng L1 LImM) elleum&H & &L (h QFHTGSLIL] 2b,GLD.

6. FHH GevoreooTm QOMPQUWITSHS A Silent Place (2021) 6T6dTM [BITEUED, & IJ60OTL 6VIT6V
OGBS SHTHSHM6TWLD, Seng Wb 2 ulFllss WwwhieESh Fev
G056 & 5611607 LIWLI6ooTS 605 LD eNleuflH m &

7. QU WPWHL QeueflulL iUl L ULl evsUTES QU anlibg (1971), Sellenss
QBTGSGLILMGLD, NG QFHTLFHS 6UT 2L FEVIT SWIT BUWIT &HFD CHITL GLIQMMBISF
alleqy & STUm (1981). SQUTSE (NSV BITEUEVTET QBT&HDT & &6, 6ol &Heev
6TEOTLIGUITITEL 1999 LD y600T(h aMIBHH & HenTLILILIOTHS HWedl 6T(M&SHLILIL L Sl

PEN edl(p 5!

L|6D60TE NS, &Hellend DMHMID BHITL&HLD Q& WML 108 2 UITTHS & M5 60)60T860)6IT
NreplSssa1L(G S0, BT VS 6V TS LILIL L 3606vS QMBIQUWFTHSLILIL L
@ 2 WIHETET 6T SHTETen I8 Q&eTTalllILGSM&HTSH, elleTmiq T HELITECSTe

@ VSR MESL L6 6T @ emetorbSl @b PEN il ((h&! QL& & TeUTeV 2016 @)6V
Bloeuiul Lgl. @bg ell@h& USD 50,000 QT M&&LI LIflendd Q&Moo (h6Terns).
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